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Executive Summary  
 
Belmont Ties for Best City in California for Solar Installation 
 
This week a report from Complete Solar, a local solar system installation company, 
announced that Belmont scored a 100% on their California Solar Ease Index, which placed 
the City tied for first in the state. The score is a combination of the time it takes to get a 
permit and the associated fees.  
 
Timely permits make it easier to plan installations around good weather, save homeowners 
money, and encourage people to use solar energy. Because solar installations have to be 
completed in good weather, a slow permitting process can have a compounding effect on 
the time it takes to install the solar equipment.  Also, Belmont does not charge for photo 
voltaic (solar) permits. The City of Belmont’s Permit Center prides itself on providing 
excellent customer service and assisting with timely permitting for these types of solar 
installations is very important to them.  For more on this ranking click here. 
 
 
 
Belmont Fire Personnel Deployed to Wildfire in Northern California 

On the morning of August 4th, 2014 Belmont firefighters were deployed to 
assist with a large vegetation fire, known as the Lodge Lighting Complex Fire 
in Mendocino County. In addition to Belmont firefighters, engines from San 
Carlos, Woodside, Menlo Park and CAL Fire were deployed as part of a 
southern San Mateo County Fire Strike Team.  

 
Upon their arrival crews 
were tasked with cutting 
fire lines in preparation 
for backfiring operations 
while working 24-hour 
operational periods. This 
work was extremely labor 
intensive and done over a 
period of nine days. Fire 
personnel were released 
from the incident the 
morning of August 13th and arrived back in San Mateo County that evening.  
 
To date the fire has burned over 12,000 acres and the deployment of these firefighting 
resources shows the true value of having a statewide mutual aid system in California. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://completesolar.com/california
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Public Works Promotions  
 
The Public Works Department is pleased to announce the promotions of Arno Jacobi, John 
Jacobi and Brandon Tyler to Lead Maintenance Worker. 

 
Arno has recently been promoted to Lead Maintenance 
Worker for the Street Division in Public Works. Arno was 
hired in 2003 as a Maintenance Worker I for the Public 
Works Department.  In 2004, Arno was promoted to the 
Maintenance Worker II and in 2008, to Equipment 
Operator where he supported the Streets, Sewer, and 
Storm Drain Divisions.  Arno is Grade III certified for 
Collection System Maintenance with the California Water 
Environment Association. 
   
Arno grew up in Belmont attending local public schools 
(Nesbit Elementary, Ralston Middle, and Carlmont High 
School). He worked for his family’s Belmont furniture 

manufacturing business until it closed in 2003.  Arno lives with his wife Lori, and daughter Chanda 
and they are in the process of remodeling their home and when the opportunity arises he squeezes 
in working on his classic cars for fun.  Please join us in congratulating Arno on his promotion. 
 
 
John has recently been promoted to Lead 
Maintenance Worker for the Sewer Utility Division in 
Public Works.  John has worked in the Sewer Division 
for nine years. He started out as a Maintenance 
Worker I for the Public Works Department in 2004.  
In 2005, John was promoted to Maintenance Worker 
II assisting with the Sewer Video Van program.  John 
is Grade III certified for Collection System 
Maintenance with the California Water Environment 
Association, and is National Association of Sewer 
Service Companies certified in pipeline assessment, 
lateral assessment and manhole assessment.  Born 
and raised in Belmont and graduated from Carlmont High School.  For fun John enjoys restoring 
60’s - 70’s era muscle cars.  Congratulations John on your promotion. 
 
 
Brandon has recently been promoted to Lead 
Maintenance Worker for the Drainage and Water 
Pollution Control Division in Public Works.  Brandon 
has been an employee for 13 years hired as a 
Maintenance Worker I for the Public Works 
Department.  In 2004, Brandon was promoted to an 
Equipment Operator operating the CCTV van for the 
past nine years supporting both the Sewer and Storm 
Drain Divisions. Brandon is Grade I certified for 
Collection System Maintenance with the California 
Water Environment Association, and is National 
Association of Sewer Service Companies certified in 
pipeline, lateral, and manhole assessments.  
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Brandon was born in San Diego, grew up in Hot Springs, Arkansas, and attended the University of 
Arkansas.  Brandon is married to his wife Amie and has two children, Cameron age seven and 
Benjamin age two. After work Brandon enjoys riding bicycles and smoking various meats on the 
grill. Congratulations Brandon on your promotion. 
 
 
Welcome Jose Ortiz 
 

 
Public Works Department is pleased to welcome our newest employee, 
Jose Ortiz, to Public Works Services.  Jose joined Public Works as a 
temporary employee in July 2013 working in both Traffic and Sewer 
Operations.  Jose will be serving as a Maintenance Worker II, supporting 
the Traffic and Electrical Division.  He is a native Californian, born in 
Palo Alto, raised in Menlo Park, and currently lives in San Mateo with 
his wife Maureen, and his yellow Labrador.  Jose has two daughters 
Mariah, graduating from SFSU this year, and Reyna, a junior at UCLA. 
Jose enjoys cycling and is a proud season ticket holder for the San 
Francisco Giants.  
 
Welcome to Public Works Jose. 

                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************************************************************************************ 
 
Employment Opportunity 
The City is currently accepting applications for 
Equipment Operator – CCTV 
Assignment.  This recruitment is open to 
current City of Belmont employees and the 
public.  
 
Application Filing Period: August 14 - August 28, 2014 – or - when 100 applications 
have been received.  
 
For more information please visit the following link:  Equipment Operator - CCTV 
  

https://www.calopps.org/ViewAgencyJob.cfm?ID=18305
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Park Activities  

 

Location Work Performed 
McDougal Park Installed drip irrigation, 13 trees and 20 

ground cover plants at park entrance 
Twin Pines Park Repaired and extended fence behind Lodge 

Building 
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Facility Activities 

 

Location Work Performed 
Barrett Community Center -Room 5 Removed interior wall separating two 

former studios- restoring area back to 
original classroom size for Fall 2014 classes 
and programs  
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PUBLIC WORKS WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Update- 2014 Summer Pavement Maintenance Slurry Seal Project  
 
Construction for the 2014 Slurry Seal Project is in progress. 
 
Last weeks scheduled slurry seal has been completed.  The contractor is in process of 
laying out the proposed striping.  
 
Scheduled work and traffic impacts are as follows: 

  
Work type Location(s) Traffic Impact Date Time 

Roadway 
Striping 

Ralston Avenue 
(Between Cipriani Blvd. and Christian Dr.) 

Through traffic 
remains open, expect 
delays 

August 18th  
And 

August 20th  

9:00am-
3:00pm 

Roadway 
Striping 

Hiller Street 
(Between Cambridge St. and Ralston Ave.) 

Through traffic 
remains open, expect 
delays August 20 9:00am-

3:00pm 

Roadway 
Striping Alameda de las Pulgas between  

(Covington Road north and San Mateo city limits) 

Through traffic 
remains open, expect 
delays 

August 20 9:00am-
3:00pm 

Roadway 
Striping 

 
Hillcrest Drive 
(Entire road) 

Through traffic 
remains open, expect 
delays 

 
August 20 

8:00am-
5:00pm 

Roadway 
Striping 

 
Belmont Canyon Rd  
(Between Hillcrest Dr. and Ralston Ave.) 

Through traffic 
remains open, expect 
delays 

August 20 8:00am-
5:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.belmont.gov/Home/Components/FacilityDirectory/FacilityDirectory/218/664
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Storm Division 

• Swept 114 curb miles and collected 10.51 tons of debris during regular sweeping 
• Inspected and cleaned 2 storm pump stations 
• Twice weekly inspection of Water Dog Lake Trail including the V-ditch, the spillway, 

the dock, and emptied 8 trash cans 
• Built a temporary fence at the outflow of O’Neill Slough 
• Vacuumed and washed down 19 storm drain inlets 
• Inspected 42 storm drain inlets, 10 storm manholes, and 2 creek inlets 
• Staff member attended the San Mateo Countywide Water Pollution Prevention 

Program Symposium 
 
Sewer Division 

• Inspected and cleaned 11 sewer pump stations 
• The service truck (205) responded to 4 service calls 
• Jetted (cleaned) 1,540 feet of sewer main 
• The Closed Circuit TV (CCTV) van videoed 400 feet of sewer main 
• Daily cleaning of the flushable wipes trap at the Ralston Ranch Pump Station 
• Videoed 3 service laterals 
• Attended the demonstration of a new Vactor combination truck 
• Conducted sewer main repair on the 2700 block of Barclay Way 

 
Traffic Operations 

• Weekly visual inspections for preventative maintenance of intersections 
• Visual inspection of lighted crosswalks 
• Fabricated 27 signs 
• Marked out USA tag, entire length of El Camino Real within City limit 
• Marked out USA tag, entire length of Old County Road within City limit 
• Attended Striping/Parking Lot training 
• Repainted 30’ of red curb on Yorkshire 
• Ralston banners-1 down 
• Removed graffiti from sign at 1 location 
• Trimmed trees/bushes at 2 locations 
• Relocated 30 MPH sign on Old County Road 
• Covered 41 aluminum sign blanks with vinyl for new signs 
• Repaired 5 street lights 
• Created priority list for wood pole replacement 
• Began gathering data required to order replacement poles  
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• Re-lamped 17 bike bridge lights 
• Installed identification numbers on center bore wood street light poles 
• Investigated street light power problem at St. James and Rinconada 

 
Streets Division 

• Marked out USA tag, entire length of El Camino Real within City limit 
• Marked out USA tag, entire length of Old County Road within City limit 
• Marked out 14 additional locations for Underground Service Alerts  
• Crack sealed 1,968 feet on Sunnyslope, Lane and Encline 
• Set sign pole sleeve on Maywood at Ladera 
• Saw cut at 6 locations in preparation for dig out and paving 
• Trimmed tree on Alameda De Las Pulgas at Arbor for sight distance  
• Filled 3 pot holes at 2 locations 
• Removed graffiti at one location 

 
 
 
 
 
Sewer Main Defect Prompts Repair  
 
While conducting routine sewer line video inspections, the Public Works Sewer 
Maintenance staff found an offset in a 3-foot section of the sewer main on the 2700 block of 
Barclay Way. Crews performed the sewer main repair for this defect on Tuesday, August 
12th.  Staff continually performs routine maintenance of the City’s sewer mains, and is an 
important element of an effective overall strategy to maintain sewer systems. 

                                                                                        
Sewer Mainline Before                                                                      Sewer Mainline After Repair 
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Does Your Property Have A Hillside That Erodes Into The Street Gutter? 
Dirt and soil from a steep hillsides or embankments can end up in the street gutter, 
ultimately ending up in the storm drain.  Why is this bad?   
Sediment contains harmful pollutants and when it ends up in the gutter, it eventually 
makes it to the City’s storm drains eventually end up in the San Francisco Bay.  Sediment 
and other pollutants can have a negative impact on the environment and wildlife.   
 
Ways you can help~ 

• Keep your gutter clear and free from dirt and sediment.   
• For properties with hillsides and slopes, installing retaining walls, laying down 

rolled netting, and selecting deep-rooted groundcovers. As always, try to use 
drought tolerant plants to reduce water consumption. Your local Landscape 
contractor is a good resource for resolving erosion control issues.  

Remember…Only rain in the storm drain! 
 
 

 
Hillside with no erosion control 

                            
 

                                 
                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 Netting for erosion control                                                                                                       Hillside landscaping 
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What Will You Find This Year? 
Each year the City’s Public Works Department and local community supporters participate in 
the State’s largest volunteer event Coastal Cleanup Day. Last year dedicated volunteers 
collectively gathered 560 pounds of trash and recyclables from Belmont Creek, O’Neill 
Slough, Water Dog Lake, and East Laurel Creek.  The following are actual items found in in 
the creeks and on the banks of Belmont waterways during cleanup events. 

                              
    

 
   

 
Location: O’Neill Slough North            Location: O’Neill Slough South              Location: Belmont Creek                   Location: East Laurel Creek                                                     

  
Join us this year for the Annual California Coastal Cleanup and help with the cleanup with 
Belmont Creeks to Bay.  Together, we can make trash extinct!   

 
Meet at One Twin Pines Lane-in front of City Hall 

Saturday, September 20th  

(upon sign-in, volunteers will be sent to various locations throughout the city)    

For more information or to volunteer~ 

Please contact Diane Lynn at 650-595-7425 or dlynn@belmont.gov 

For groups of 10 or more, RSVP pollutionprevention@co.sanmateo.ca.us 

You can Download the Waiver Form on our webpage 

mailto:dlynn@belmont.gov
mailto:pollutionprevention@co.sanmateo.ca.us
http://www.belmont.gov/city-hall/public-works/environmental
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City of Belmont American Red Cross Blood Challenge 2014 
  
Interested in donating blood and helping someone in need? To schedule an appointment, 
simply email Cora Dino, HR Director (see below) with your preferred appointment time 
frames and she will schedule you and send you an email confirmation. 
  
If you have already committed to an appointment, you will receive an email confirmation 
by end of today. 
 
This blood drive is open to employees, city council members, commissioners, the 
community, and anyone who is eligible to donate blood. 
 
Spread the word and thanks for supporting a good cause.  
 
You never know-- you, a family member, or friend may need blood from a donor one day. 
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 NOTICE 
Construction, Installation and Maintenance: Aug. 16 to Aug. 22, 2014 
Construction 
There are no major construction projects at this time. 
 
Installation 

Communications Based Overlay Signal System (CBOSS) Positive Train Control (PTC) Project 
 
The CBOSS PTC Project is an advanced signal system that will equip the corridor and the trains with 
federally-mandated safety technology and will increase system capacity to help accommodate future 
ridership demand. 

The project will monitor and, if necessary, control train movement in the event of human error. This will 
increase safety by: 

• Eliminating the risk of train-to-train collisions. 

• Reducing risk of potential derailments by enforcing speed limits. 

• Providing additional safety for railroad workers on the tracks. 
 

• Improving grade crossing performance to reduce gate downtime and improve local traffic 
circulation.  
 

The CBOSS PTC Project is also a key component of the Caltrain Modernization Program, which will electrify 
the Caltrain Corridor by 2019. An electrified Caltrain will be cleaner, quieter, and will upgrade the system to 
provide faster and/or more frequent service to more stations and more riders.  
 
To implement the project, at various locations, Caltrain will be identifying utilities, digging a small trench 
and/or boring close to the tracks to install a fiber optic cable. In order to maintain daytime train service, 
Caltrain will be performing some of this work at night.  
 
San Mateo  
Day work will occur August 18 – August 22 from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. to prepare the site for the installation of a 
base station. Crews will work as quietly as possible.  
 
Belmont, San Carlos and Redwood City (north of the Dumbarton Spur) 
Day work will occur August 18 – August 22 from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. to identify utility lines. Crews will work as 
quietly as possible. 
 
Night work will also occur August 17 – August 21 from 8 p.m. to 6 a.m. Crews will be boring and/or digging 
a small trench to install conduit for fiber optic cable. Lights will be used in the area to help provide visibility. 
Neighbors may experience some minor installation noise during this time. Crews will work as quietly as 
possible. 
Unincorporated San Mateo County, Palo Alto and Sunnyvale 
Day work will occur August 18 – August 22 from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. to install and test fiber optic cable. Crews 
will also prepare the site for the installation of a base station. Crews will work as quietly as possible.  
 
Redwood City (south of the Dumbarton Spur), Atherton, Menlo Park, Mountain View, Santa Clara 
and San Jose  
Day work will occur August 18 – August 22 from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. to install and test fiber optic cable. Crews 
will work as quietly as possible.  
 
For more information, please call the dedicated outreach line at 650.508.6499; visit the website at 
www.caltrain.com/CBOSSPTC or email caltrainptc@samtrans.com. 

 
Maintenance 
 

http://www.caltrain.com/CBOSSPTC
mailto:caltrainptc@samtrans.com
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Caltrain will perform routine maintenance at several locations next week. To avoid 
disruptions to service, the work will mainly take place Saturday through Friday from 
8 p.m. to 6 a.m. There will be some construction noise but crews will work as 
quietly as possible. For more information about this type of work, click here. 
 
San Francisco to San Jose 
Saturday, Aug. 16, to Friday, Aug. 22, crews will pressure wash and perform 
janitorial work at Caltrain stations between the San Francisco and Tamien stations. 
   
Atherton to Menlo Park 
Sunday, Aug. 17, through Thursday, Aug. 21, crews will replace ties between the 
Atherton and Menlo Park stations. 
 
Atherton to Mountain View 
Monday, Aug. 18, to Thursday, Aug. 21, crews will resurface rail between the 
Atherton and San Antonio stations. 
 
San Jose 
Sunday, Aug. 17, crews will resurface rail at the Diridon station. Monday, Aug. 18, 
to Wednesday, Aug. 20, crews will resurface, weld and grind rail between the 
Diridon and Tamien stations. 
 
 

### 
              

         

http://www.caltrain.com/projectsplans/Projects/Caltrain_Capital_Program/System_Maintenance.html


City Manager’s Weekly Update                                                                                                                  August 15 , 2014 

 

 



City Manager’s Weekly Update                                                                                                                  August 15 , 2014 

 
Twin Pines Community Center   
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Belmont Public Library Calendar of Events    
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